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Dear
Friends &
Supporters,






Brandon's
Story

HOMEOWNER

After Brandon's toilet fell through the floor of his bathroom, forcing him to use a
port-o-john, he began to feel like the home he had inherited was more of a
burden than a gift. But he had no where else to go and no means to pay for the

repairs.

And the toilet wasn't the only situation. Years of neglect and accumulated junk
had rendered his house almost uninhabitable, a health risk for both himself and
his puppy, Glader. There were so many problems, he wasn’t even sure how to
start to tackle them.

Then Brandon encountered Rebuilding Together Kent County...
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‘| felt completely
overwhelmed by my
situation and my
ability to fix it.
Rebuilding
Together has
helped me to feel
like | have new
control over my
home
environment.”

Over the course of several visits, volunteers, contractors and staff
from Rebuilding Together Kent County were able to work a remarkable
transformation for Brandon and Glader. The first order of business
was a working bathroom and owing to the advanced state of the
damage, we elected to use funds to hire a professional plumber to do
the most technical work.

In October, twelve local residents (and a visitor from Delaware) spent
a solid day cleaning, patching dry wall, pouring new concrete steps,
removing hazardous debris and generally prepping for the final two
big ticket items—the roof and the rotten carport covering.

At Rebuilding Together Kent County, safety is our TOP priority and
luckily, owing to the generous grant from Lowe’s, we were also able to
contract the roof repair. We prefer to use volunteer labor whenever
possible, but when it comes to the heights, we're happy to call the
professionals.
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The carport cover was a challenge that we could meet with our
volunteer pool. A core group of six folks worked to safely tear down
the rotten canopy, ensuring it didn't fall down and cause a serious
injury.

Final touches by volunteers included installing gutters and
downspouts, clearing away trees that threatened the structure, adding
banisters to newly repaired front steps, and of course, getting the site
cleaned up and all the accumulated garbage hauled away.

Brandon admits that he wasn't enthusiastic about letting strangers
see his home.

“It's hard to let people see all the mice in your closet, but hey,
everyone has had a low period. No one that was part of the Rebuilding
Team made me feel like | was some charity case—they made me feel
like their neighbor!”

Today, Brandon says he has a different perspective on asking for help.
“| felt like | had no way to fix any problems—now I'm empowered to

tackle more.” Because of not only the repairs, but the support shown

by community members, Brandon is now applying for jobs and taking
more steps toward self-sufficiency.

“I think back about the unhealthy environment | was living in and the
negative consequences, physical and emotional, and | know now that
it IS possible to make changes and there is support available to do

/]

SO.




“I felt like | had no way
to fix any problems—
now I'm empowered to
tackle more!”
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P.R. Daniel

Gwinn & John Derricott
Louise & John Durocher
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Angie & Conrad Heinold
John Henderson
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Dallas Higginbotham

John Huntington

Gayle & Robert Ingersoll
William Ingersoll

Judith Kelly

Douglas Kliever

Kim & Ben Kohl
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Nancy & Curtis Pope
Nancy Powell

Leslie & Andrew Price
Mary Pritchard

Sara & David Quinn

Mel Rapelyea

Marjo Rasin

Mary Ann Richmond
Jen & Wayne Rickert
Alice Ritchie

Nancy & Gary Robson
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Sherry Rushton
Maryanne Sade
Margaret Smith Holmes
Paul Soentgen

Doris & William Staples
Joan Stevens
Jonathan Stine

Mona Strauss

Nancy & Richard Swanson
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Sherren & Raymond Tarrach
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Mary & Edwin Toole

Mary Troy & Frederick Kaiser
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Jennifer Warren

Thelma & Bill Washington
Mary & David White

Lynda & Robert Willard
Annie Woodall

Debra Woodruff-Capper
Eugenia Wooton

Mark Zwanger & Malcom Kram



ORGANIZATIONS

Constance & Carl Ferris Charitable Foundation
David Bramble Foundation

Dixon Valve & Coupling

Emmanuel Episcopal Church

Home Builders Care Foundation

Lowes

Maryland Affordable Housing Trust
Presbyterian Church of Chestertown
Sgt. Preston Ashley Post #228

Still Pond Church

United States Department of Agriculture
United Way

Wesley Chapel UMC

Skip Bushby
Jonathan Chace
Joseph Cook
Lisa Cook
Genevieve Croker
Linda Culp
Nancy DiAngelo
Tom DiAngelo
Larry Dinoff
Tom Eager
Jane Ferguson
Jeff Ferguson
Barbara Ferris
Bill Ghio

Bill Gowdy

John Hauge

Susan Hauge
Grace Hazelhurst
John Hobson
David Holyoke
John Leek

Len Litkowski
Don Lynd

Donna Lynd
Kayla Mehrtens
Ed Minch

Larisa Okshewsky
Robert Ortiz
Patricia Pfeiffer
Vic Pfeiffer

Gary Priddy

Amy Rickert
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$13,191

Value of Volunteer
Labor

Jen Rickert
Wayne Rickert
Hester Sachse
Les Scanlon
John Sjostrom
Dave Slama
Despina Thomas
Maggie Thomas
John Trently
Jim Trumbauer
Phyllis Tucker
Ellyn Vail

John Vail

Pam Vogel



CONNECT WITH US

@RebuildingTogetherKentCounty


http://www.rebuildingtogether.org
https://facebook.com/RebuildingTogthr

